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Notable Days in July:

July 2: The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was signed into law on this day.
This act segregation in public facilities and banned
discrimination in employment. It was signed into law by
President Lyndon B. Johnson. For more information click
here:
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/civil-rights-act
July 3rd: LOCAL Independence Celebration & Fireworks Information:
https://www.flymrb.com/mrb-foundation/let-freedom-ring/
July 4th: Independence Day is the day to commemorate the adoption
of the Declaration of Independence, proclaiming the
thirteen colonies to be free and independent from
King George III and Great Britain. This event was not
commonly celebrated until after the War of 1812 and did
not become a federal holiday until Congress passed a law
on June 28th, 1870. For more information click
here: https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/july-04/
July 15th: National Pet Fire Safety Day begun in 2009, this day reminds us to consider
our pets when planning for fire and other emergencies.
(See more on page 4.)
July 20th: In 1969, Apollo 11 landed on the moon with
Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Collins
aboard. Neil Armstrong became the first man to
walk on the moon, Buzz Aldrin the second. The
astronauts left an American flag and a plaque that
reads, "Here men from the planet Earth first set
foot on the moon—July 1969 A.D.—We came in
peace for all mankind." Thus far, the United States is
the only nation to have had men walk on the moon. Click here for more:
https://airandspace.si.edu/apollo-missions/apollo-11-moon-landing
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo/apollo-11.html
July 28th: Commemorates the formation of the first
African-American professional Army Regiments
during peace time in 1866. Known as the Buffalo
Soldiers, the 9th and 10th Cavalries protected
the unsettled frontier and pioneers migrating westward.
The Buffalo Soldiers served with distinction during the
Spanish American War. General Colin Powell dedicated
the Buffalo Soldier Monument at Fort Leavenworth,
4
Kansas on July 28, 1992. For more information visit the
following websites:
https://www.buffalosoldiermuseum.com/
https://aaregistry.org/story/buffalo-soldiers-units-created/
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Fireworks and Independence Day are a long
standing tradition, but they are also a major
cause of property damage, personal injury,
and even death. Of those injured,
approximately 36% are under the age on
fifteen. Additionally, fireworks start an
average of 18,500 fires each year, including
1,300 structure fires, 300 vehicle fires and
nearly 17,000 other fires.
When using fireworks, exercise great caution
especially with children. Even the very
popular “Sparklers”, often found in the hands
of children, burn at approximately 2000
degrees and can cause severe burns. Consider
celebrating with safe alternatives like glow
sticks, streamers or silly string.
Be sure to use only fireworks legally allowed
in your area, keep in mind ordinances vary
from county to county and between cities and
towns.
Click the following link for local ordinances:

https://www.cityofmartinsburg.org/
government/city-departments/policedepartment/faq/fireworks-ordinance

https://www.berkeleywv.org/287/
Ordinances (Scroll to middle of page to
find “Fireworks Ordinance”)
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Safety Tips for Independence Day and Everyday

While Driving:










Obey the Rules of the Road and maintain safe following distances.
Stay Alert: Do Not Drive Distracted or Tired.
Wear a seat belt and make sure your passengers are buckling up too.
Don’t Drink and Drive.
Don’t Text and Drive.
Use turn signals.
Don’t leave children or pets in the car.
Watch out for pedestrians.
Know your route in advance and know alternate routes.

While Outside:
 Wear sunscreen and reapply every couple of hours or after swimming.
 Wear lightweight, lighter color clothing.
 Wear sunglasses and/or a hat.
 Stay hydrated. Drink plenty of water and other non-sugary, non-alcoholic
beverages.
 Apply insect repellent if needed.
While Grilling:
 Grill outside, away from homes, fences, deck rails, etc.
 Be sure the grill is clean. Grease can start a fire.
 Keep children and pets away from the grill.
 Always have someone monitor the grill, never leave a lit grill unattended.
 Keep decorations away from grill.
 Have a fire extinguisher on hand and know how to use it. “PULL, AIM,
SQUEEZE, SWEEP!”



The Emergency Management Team wishes the Berkeley
County Community a safe and Happy Independence
Day.
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Swimming Safety
For more information and help finding a swimming class, click here:
The American Red Cross, Swimming Safety | Swim Safe | American Red Cross
At the pool
• Secure your pool with appropriate barriers.
• Designate a water watcher…and stay in arm’s reach of young children.
• Install anti-entrapment drain covers and safety release systems to protect against drain entrapment.
• If a child is missing, check the water first.

At the lake (or stream, or creek, or river)
• Be sure you are water competent for natural environments before swimming – this is not your home pool!
• Always enter unknown or shallow water feet first.
• Watch out for currents, waves, and underwater obstructions – they’re not just found in the ocean.
At the ocean
• Always swim in a lifeguarded area.
• Never swim alone, regardless of your age or level of swimming skills.
• Keep within your fitness and swimming capabilities.
• Be aware of weather and water conditions and heed warnings.
West Virginia Emergency Management Division Fourth of July-Summer Holiday Safety Messaging June 28, 2022
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National Pet Fire Safety Day: July 15th
PET FIRE SAFETY TIPS https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-pet-fire-safety-day-july-15/










Extinguish open flames. Pets are curious and certainly not cautious. Wagging tails
haphazardly knock over candles. Curious kitties will paw at sizzling grease, quickly sending a kitchen up in flames.
Remove knobs from the stove. When not in use, they will not accidentally get turned on.
Consider flameless candles for ambiance and backup lighting in the event of a power
outage.
Replace glass water bowls with metal or plastic. Outside on wooden decks, they can heat
up and actually start a fire.
Store leashes and collars near the entrance of your home. When away, have your pets in
the main living area for easy rescue.
Secure young pets when away from home. This can help avoid fire hazards. Pet kennels
or in a pet-proofed room are options.
Fire alert window clings help firefighters identifying the room your pets are located and
identify the number of pets in the home. Add one to the window of the room you keep
your pets when you are away. Keep it updated with the number of pets residing with you
and your current phone number.
Have a plan when you are home. Know which family members will be responsible for each
pet.

For more information visit the following websites:

https://www.akc.org/press-releases/july-15-declared-national-pet-fire-safety-day-to-helpprotect-pets-fro/
https://www.americanhumane.org/blog/pet-fire-safety/
https://www.iaff.org/smgraphics/national-pet-safety-day/
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Firefighter Andy Martin says he stands proudly on the shoulders of many
smart, aggressive firefighters who came before him and is happy to have
benefitted from the time spent with them. Andy has a plethora of firefighting
certifications, but cherishes most what he has learned from talking with and
listening to the experienced firefighters throughout his years in the fire
service. Andy indicated there is not a certification for that, but those moments
are invaluable.
Andy Martin jokes that he began as a firefighter in 1971 when he was born into it. The Martin
family has a long tradition of fire service. Andy’s grandfather, Charlie Martin, started the Bedington
Volunteer Fire Department. His father and uncles were lifetime members as well, and in 1986 Andy
joined the ranks. Andy’s father Phil retired as a career firefighter and Chief of Martinsburg Fire
Department in 1999. Andy became a part-time firefighter with Berkeley County Fire in 2010 and
began his full-time career in 2015.
Firefighter Martin fondly remembers that his “first fire department” was he and his mom. He said he
would have all of his toy fire apparatus out and he and his mom would respond to pretend calls.
Andy is an only child but says that the fire service has provided him with the brothers and sisters he
was not born with. Family means a great deal to Andy. He enjoys spending time with his wife, twin
daughters, daughter, two sons, and his one and a half year old grandson.
Andy truly enjoys the fire service and being in a position to help others and to make a difference for
people who did not have anywhere else to turn. He likes how diverse emergency situations are and
the challenge of figuring out how to best handle each situation. Small calls like rescuing the
proverbial cat from a tree and seeing the child’s smile when he hands her pet back to her safely
provides an instant reward for helping people. Large, more traumatic calls, like vehicle extrications
and house fires offer the reward of knowing he made a difference. He also likes the challenge of
non-typical calls that make one think how to best solve the problem and how to put that knowledge
to use in the future. Andy says, “if you want to help people, fire service is the place to be”.
When asked what his favorite type of calls were, Andy responded with, “None! That means no one
is in danger and in need of help.” Firefighter Martin spends time between calls thinking about
different emergency situations and planning how he would best handle those calls when they come
in. Thinking, planning, and being ready to help people are a large part of Andy. He wants to be
prepared and up for the diverse challenges associated with the fire service.
Andy gave this advice, “Don’t get hung-up on the call you just finished. There is another call
coming, do not be distracted by the last one. Do your best and get ready for the next one.”
Firefighter Andy Martin is a third generation firefighter whose passion and proficiency for helping
others, handling emergencies, and protecting the people and property of Berkeley County is deeply
entrenched in his heart and soul. Andy says he is a product of all the efforts and support of the
people who put him here. Thank you for using your knowledge and experience to help the
residents of Berkeley County.
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Berkeley County Office of
Emergency Management
is continuously working to keep
the people, property, and environment of Berkeley County safe
in the event of natural and manmade disasters, catastrophes, or
terrorist threats. We do this
through preparedness, prevention, mitigation, response, and
recovery efforts. The Office of
Emergency Management collaborates with a number of other
county agencies and the West
Virginia Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management. Many of these efforts
rely on coordination with local
charitable and nongovernmental agencies as well.
In the event of an emergency, the
OEM insures the right entities
are involved to mitigate the
situation.

Alert Berkeley
Alert Berkeley is a FREE service
through the Swift911 Portal. Once registered, one will receive messages with important emergency information regarding
traffic, weather, just to name a few. The
alerts are CUSTOMIZABLE; one can
choose what type of alerts they would like
to receive and how they receive the alerts.
Alerts are delivered via phone, text, email,
and on social networks like Facebook and
Twitter. Settings can be changed at any
time and one can opt out at any time.
Click the link below to register.
BE PREPARED, GET
NOTIFIED IN
THE EVENT
OF EMERGENCIES

Swift 911

BCOEM

Randy Lilly, Director
rlilly@berkeleywv.org
Shawn Wolford, Emergency Manager
jwolford@berkeleywv.org
Chief Martin Roberts, Berkeley County Fire
mroberts@berkeleywv.org
Candace Schafer Horman, EM Coordinator
cschaferhorman@berkeleywv.org

https://www.berkeleywv.org/329/EmergencyManagement

Berkeley County Office Of
Emergency Management
802 Emmett Rousch Drive
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401
304.263.1345
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