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Notable Days in May:
May 1st: May Day celebrating the return of spring since the
middle ages in Europe. Observed with making floral garlands
and decorating a Maypole around which people danced
weaving the ribbons around the pole.
May 4th: Star Wars Day began in 2011 by fans
of the movies. “May the force” and
“May the Fourth” sound a lot alike!
May 5th: Cinco de Mayo is the celebration of the
Mexican military victory over the invading French
forces of Napoleon III in 1862.
May 8th: Mothers Day was proclaimed a national
holiday in 1914 by President Woodrow Wilson to
honor mothers.
May 30th: Memorial Day originated in 1868 as a day to
decorate the graves of those who died during the Civil
War. In 1971 it became a federal holiday honoring those
who died in military service to the nation.
May 1-7: Teacher Appreciation Week (1953)
May 1-7: Correctional Officers Appreciation Week (1984)
May 6-12: Nurses’ Appreciation Week (1982)
May 11-17: National Police Week (1962)
May 15-21: EMS Appreciation Week (1974)
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Berkeley County
Founder’s Day
May 15th

Berkeley County was created by an act of the Virginia House of Burgesses in
1772 under John Murray, Earl of Dunmore. Lord Dunmore succeeded Norborne Berkeley, Baron de Botetourt as the last royal governor of Virginia. The county was drawn
from the northern portion of Frederick County, Virginia and was named after Norborne
Berkeley.
Many of the early settlers came from New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey.
They were primarily Quakers, Presbyterians, and Baptists. Although there were English
settlers in Berkeley County prior to 1731 when Morgan Morgan moved his family here,
he is recognized as the first permanent white settler. Other early settlers of note are
Joist Hite who established the first English settlement on Opequon Creek, and Dr. John
Briscoe. Morgan, Hite, and Briscoe established the first Episcopal Church in Berkeley
County in 1740.
Berkeley County is conducting a number of events to celebrate and commemorate 250
years in existence. Events include the dedication of the new county seal on May 19th,
and the Founders Day Weekend Celebration May 13th -15th. Please visit the following
link for more information on the 250th Anniversary celebration.
http://berkeleywv250.com/

Sources:

https://www.historicberkeley.org/county-history/
https://www.berkeleywv.org/
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~wvberkel/history.html
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/governors-of-virginia/
https://www.ereferencedesk.com/resources/counties/west-virginia/berkeley.html
https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/2047

3

Between January 2022 and April 2022 there were 18,085 wildfires nationally with 777,406
acres involved ( https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information/nfn). This past March, wildfire burned through
75 acres of Sleepy Creek taking days to extinguish using the efforts of firefighters from Morgan,
Berkeley, Jefferson, Hampshire, and Mineral counties in WV, along with Fulton and Franklin Counties
in Pennsylvania, Washington, Alleghany, and Frederick Counties in Maryland, and Frederick County,
Virginia.

Photo Credit: Journal-news.net

A wildfire is an unplanned fire burning through a forest, grassland, prairie or other natural,
undeveloped area, often caused by human negligence or lightning. Wildfires can occur anytime of
the year but are most common between May through October. Wildfires often spread quickly and
pose a threat to wild life, natural resources, nearby homes, and people. Not only is the fire a hazard,
but the amount of smoke generated causes breathing and visibility problems in surrounding areas
depending on wind speed and direction. Wildfires often take a long time to extinguish due to the
amount of combustible items in natural areas and the lack of roads into the area making it difficult
for firefighters to reach the source.

If a wildfire warning is issued and you are in the evacuation area, evacuate and get to safety right
away. If you have to travel through heavy smoke, using an N95 mask can help keep particles out of
the air you breathe.
Click here to view a short video on what to do if wildfire strikes near you.
https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/video-thumbnails/2019-07/When%20the%20Fire%20Starts.mp4#t=0:00:01
Child friendly inform ation, videos, games and activities about W ildfires can be found at the link s below :
https://www.ready.gov/kids/disaster-facts/wildfires
https://smokeybear.com/en/smokey-for-kids
For information on keeping smoke out of your home and reducing smoke exposure for you and your pets, visit this CDC
page: https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/wildfires/duringfire.html
For links to many resources check out this Environmental Protection Agency website:
https://www.epa.gov/natural-disasters/wildfires
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The Friday before Memorial Day has been designated as “Don’t Fry Day”. Anyone, regardless of skin
tone, can be burned by the sun and can develop skin cancer. It is highly recommended by the National
Council on Skin Cancer Prevention and numerous dermatologists the everyone wear sunblock every day,
especially in the summer when exposure is greater, but even during the winter months. The skin is the
largest organ of the body and each of us only has one, so do your best to protect your skin.

https://www.epa.gov/sunsafety/dont-fry-day
https://skincancerprevention.org/get-involved/dont-fry-day/

5

Hurricane Preparedness Week is May 1st through 7th, 2022. The N ational Hurricane
Center will present a free webinar on May 5th. Register at: https://hurricane2022.eventbrite.com/
Hurricane Season is June 1st-November 30th. W hether one lives on the coast or further
inland, a hurricane can take its toll with flooding, extreme winds, storm surge, thunderstorms, and
power outages.
A Hurricane WATCH indicates hurricane conditions are POSSIBLE within 48 hours.
A Hurricane WARNING indicates hurricane conditions are EXPECTED within 36 hours.
Click the link to access the FEMA “How to Prepare for a Hurricane” booklet. This booklet provides
information on preparing for, surviving during, and being safe after a hurricane strikes. Preparing for
an emergency situation in advance is the key to keeping your family safe. Be sure to have a plan,
emergency supplies, an evacuation route and reunification point incase your family gets separated.
Discuss this plan with your family.
A good app for weather warnings as well as traffic situations and other important community
information is ALERT BERKELEY. See sign up information for this free app on page 10 of this
newsletter.
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https://www.noaa.gov/hurricane-prep
https://www.cdc.gov/cpr/infographics/br-hurricanes.htm
https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes#resources
https://community.fema.gov/ProtectiveActions/s/topic/0TOt0000000GzyLGAS/hurricane
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Firefighter Bradley Crowell has been taking care of emergencies in Hedgesville for
over thirteen years, initially as a volunteer and then in 2014 as a career firefighter with
BCF. Bradley comes from three generations of firefighters and EMTs so he has grown
up around the fire service. Bradley’s paternal grandfather was a charter member of the
Hedgesville Volunteer Fire Department and his maternal grandparents became active
members in the mid 1970’s. His father is currently a volunteer firefighter and his mother was an EMT. Bradley has aunts, uncles, and cousins in the fire service as well. One
could say firefighting is in his blood.
Firefighter Crowell chose firefighting as a career because he has always believed
in being the person who could be the help others rely upon. He is also an EMT.
Bradley enjoys a number of aspects of firefighting with a few areas standing out:
vehicle extrication, training other firefighters, and public education. Crowell said on
extrication calls, he works so closely with the entrapped person that a personal
connection is made. This motivates him even more to use his skills and abilities to
extricate the victim. He has experience with a number of types of calls and says that
each one is unique. That is part of the challenge he likes, analyzing the situation and
using his experiences to handle it.

Tradition plays a significant role in Firefighter Crowell’s methods of handling
emergencies. Bradley is grateful for the training and experiences older firefighters have
shared with him. He was taught to learn from others and his own experiences, then to
combine the two with new methods and technologies to meet modern needs. Bradley
likes to teach others the same way. As a young volunteer, he was told by more
experienced firefighters, “I want you to be better than me someday-make it your way
and make it better”. In other words, use proven traditional methods integrated with
modern technology to address the situation in the most useful manner. Bradley has
embraced this same philosophy as he shares the knowledge passed onto him and his
own experiences to train others.
Bradley enjoys teaching children and the public about fire safety and provides
instruction for school programs, 4-H programs, and home school groups. He comes up
with different sayings to help children relate to and remember important information
that could save them and their families.
When Firefighter Crowell is not working for BCF, he serves as the Assistant Chief
for Hedgesville Volunteer Fire Department (where he began as a firefighter in 2009).
He also enjoys off-roading with side by sides, helping with the youth fair, and working
on his wife’s family farm. Bradley enjoys spending time with his wife Ashley and ninemonth old son Cooper.
Firefighter Crowell is proud to serve the people of Berkeley County and
Hedgesville and is grateful to be able to use his knowledge and skills to help the
community where he grew up.
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Come Out and Join the Fun!
May 13th-15th: Founders Day
http://berkeleywv250.com/events/
May 15th: BCEAA EMS Block Party
May 19th: Dedication of County Seal
May 21st: Sheriff’s Department
Community Day

County Seal
Dedication
Ceremony

Color Me Berkeley 5K Color Run
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Berkeley County Office of
Emergency Management
is continuously working to keep
the people, property, and environment of Berkeley County safe
in the event of natural and manmade disasters, catastrophes, or
terrorist threats. We do this
through preparedness, prevention, mitigation, response, and
recovery efforts. The Office of
Emergency Management collaborates with a number of other
county agencies and the West
Virginia Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management. Many of these efforts
rely on coordination with local
charitable and nongovernmental agencies as well.
In the event of an emergency, the
OEM insures the right entities
are involved to mitigate the
situation.

Alert Berkeley
Alert Berkeley is a FREE service
through the Swift911 Portal. Once registered, one will receive messages with important emergency information regarding
traffic, weather, just to name a few. The
alerts are CUSTOMIZABLE; one can
choose what type of alerts they would like
to receive and how they receive the alerts.
Alerts are delivered via phone, text, email,
and on social networks like Facebook and
Twitter. Settings can be changed at any
time and one can opt out at any time.
Click the link below to register.
BE PREPARED, GET NOTIFIED IN THE EVENT
OF EMERGENCIES

BCOEM

Randy Lilly, Director
rlilly@berkeleywv.org
Shawn Wolford, Emergency Manager
jwolford@berkeleywv.org
Chief Martin Roberts, Berkeley County Fire
mroberts@berkeleywv.org
Candace Schafer Horman, EM Coordinator
cschaferhorman@berkeleywv.org

Berkeley County Office Of
Emergency Management
802 Emmett Rousch Drive
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401
304.263.1345
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