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What Is It? What Does It Do?
The Berkeley County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) is a multidiscipline, multi-jurisdictional planning group originally mandated by Congress in the
1986 Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA). The EPCRA was
passed by Congress as a response to several chemical and Hazardous Mat related incidents prior to its’ enactment. Most notable amongst these incidents was the 1984 release of methyl isocyanate (MIC) gas from the Union Carbide facility in Bhopal, India.
The “official” death toll for this accidental release was set at 2,259 but many estimates
have placed it at approximately 8,000 that died within weeks, another 8,000 that have
since from related injuries, and over 574,000 suffering exposure and minor injury. This,
and other events, led to a public outcry for knowledge of, and response plans for, hazardous materials in communities. EPCRA and other laws and policies grew from this outcry. EPCRA requires each state, and it’s political subdivisions (counties), to have a group
in place for such efforts, on the state level being the State Emergency Response Commission (SERC) and locally the LEPC.
The basic requirements of EPCRA are as follows:
1. State and local governments, along with industry, to have an emergency response
plan for chemical accidents to protect public health and the environment.
2. Industry to report the amount and types of Extremely Hazardous Substances
(EHS) it stores and uses.
3. Emergency notification of chemical accidents and releases.
4. This information will be made available to the public by the LEPC.
The LEPC is generally comprised of representatives of public health and safety, private industry, elected officials, media, and community groups. Most LEPC’s have, over
time, become an “all-hazards” planning group and assists in providing support to the
overall public safety and preparedness process for a jurisdiction. In addition to the mandated chemical and hazardous materials requirements, the Berkeley County LEPC also
works towards efforts to protect our communities from hazards such as natural disasters
and other man-made/caused public safety concerns. The recent COVID pandemic response saw the LEPC being an integral part of the process and provide support to the
Berkeley County OEM, Health Department, and other agencies. While the LEPC is a little
seen or known group within a large county, the efforts of its members go tremendous
lengths in providing for the safety and security of citizens of, and visitors to, Berkeley
County.
Shawn Wolford
Emergency Manager
LEPC Chairperson
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Notable Days in March:
 13th: Spring Ahead! Remember to turn your clocks ahead one hour.
 14th: National Pi Day (3.14).

Pi is approximately 3.1415926535 8979323846
2643383279 but the decimal goes on infinitely. This number is represented by
the Greek letter Pi and is the ratio of a circle’s circumference to it’s diameter.
Pi Day was begun in 1988 by physicist Larry Shaw.



17th: Saint Patrick’s Day began in 1631 when the Catholic Church
proclaimed it a day to honor the patron saint of Ireland, Saint Patrick.
The first Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in New York City took place in 1762.

20th: First Day of Spring occurs at 11:33 am in the northern
hemisphere. This is the moment the sun’s rays are directly shining on
the equator and is known as the vernal equinox. This marks the day
when the hours of light in the northern hemisphere increase .



20-26th: Poison Prevention Week. Fifty-one years ago the Pittsburgh Poison
Center created the Mr. Yuk icon to warn children against touching/ingesting,
etc. items that had the Mr. Yuk sticker on it. Mr. Yuk may be an original emoji!
Click here to check out the Mr. Yuk Song.

Women’s History Month began as a week in 1982
by Presidential Proclamation. And became a
month long commemoration in 1987. During this
time our nation celebrates the contributions of
women in the making of our nation. For more
information, wonderful photographs, and primary sources,
click here to visit Women’s History Month. gov.

 National Red Cross Month.

The American Red Cross was
begun in 1881 by Clara Barton, a nurse who served in the Civil War.
Click here to learn more about founder Clara Barton.
The Red Cross helps with disaster relief, blood donations, providing health and safety
courses,, like CPR and First Aid, and serving the US military during deployments and
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dealing with the challenges unique to military service for members and their families.
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March is the month we transition from winter to spring. It is often a month of conflicting
weather, up and down temperatures, sunshine, rain, sleet, and even snow. As the season changes,
make yourself familiar with the effects of changing weather on our lives such as flooding, mudslides,
and even potholes.
Being prepared for emergencies and disasters is “Not Just LUCK!” Disaster can strike at any
time. One’s best chance for making it through such an event is by being prepared with a plan.
People who plan ahead and discuss emergency responses with their family members increase their
chances of staying safe, limiting damage to their property, and recovering more quickly afterwards.
Receive emergency alerts regarding weather, traffic, and other emergency situations in
advance by signing up for ALERT BERKELEY. (Click here) Know the risks associated with your
neighborhood, work place, and where your children go to school. What type of hazards might impact those areas? Develop a plan with your family about: evacuation locations, emergency supplies,
medication, important documents, etc. Who brings what? Who makes sure the family pets are not
forgotten? Provide each family member with important phone numbers of who to contact. Where
does one go if the family gets separated? Have a list and photographs of personal property for
potential insurance claims during the recovery phase.

For more information visit the Are You Ready? Guide at ready.gov/be-informed.

www.ready.gov
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As spring approaches, one needs to be aware of the potential flooding situations. Flooding is
when land that is normally dry becomes overrun with water. Flooding is often the result of heavy
rains, melting snow, ocean waves, and dam or levee failure. Flooding often results in power
outages, damage to structures and vehicles, contamination of water supply, mudslides, injury and
death. More people in the United States are killed each year by floods than by hurricanes,
tornadoes, or lightening.
The best way to avoid such tragedy is to prepare in advance. Have an emergency kit and
family plan ready for use during any emergency or weather related disaster.
The American Red Cross advises one to listen to weather reports and updates, be prepared to
evacuate if directed to do so, and know where emergency shelters are located. If time allows, fill
plastic water bottles with clean water for drinking in the event the water supply is contaminated or
shut off. Keep vehicles filled with fuel incase evacuation is necessary. Move outdoor items in and
move important items from lower floors to upper floors if possible. Turn off and unplug appliances
to reduce the possibility of damage.
If you have pets have a plan for how to transport them and an emergency supply pet supply
kit in case of evacuation. Owners of livestock should plan well in advance to move animals to higher
ground. Red Cross Flood Safety
Ready.gov advises,

“Do not walk, swim or drive through flood waters.
Turn Around. Don’t Drown!”

Click here to download the American Red Cross Flood Safety Checklist.

Click here to download the FEMA Flood Preparation Information Sheet.
Know BEFORE the FLOODING starts! Click here to see if your address is in an area with a flood risk.
FEMA Flood Map Service Center Or click here to visit the WV Flood Tool.
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Berkeley County is fortunate to have five volunteer fire departments. Each station is staffed
by a number of volunteers and supplemented by two or three career firefighters on twelve hour or
twenty four hour shifts.
This month our featured volunteer department is the “Pride of the Southside”: #20
South Berkeley. The SBVFD has m ain station #20 and an annex station. To respond to
emergencies and protect residents’ lives and property, South Berkley can deploy two engines, one
engine /tanker, one heavy rescue squad, one brush unit, and one utility vehicle. Their first due
response area is the greater Inwood and Bunker Hill areas.
South Berkeley VFD has the distinction of being the first volunteer fire department in
Berkeley County. Lifetime member Sonny Morgan shared some of the department’s history. It
began in 1956 in a barn with a few members and a siren. The initial meetings were held at
Mussleman High School (now the middle school). Land was purchased in 1957 to build the fire
station and the building was completed in 1960. During the construction phase, the firefighters
responded to calls from the barn using 1957 FWD fire engine. The company raised money to
purchase the engine and members drove to Wisconsin and back to bring it to the station.
Sub-station 29 was built in the early 1990’s and is the current home to the original, 1957, restored
fire engine.
Early on, Knouse Foods donated a white and green truck to SBVFD. After much debate,
white and green became the official colors for the department. In 1991 the first all green Peterbilt
Engine 21 was purchased.
The Tazmanian Devil was adopted as a mascot in the 1970s and was depicted on the back
of the first Engine 21. “Taz” was adopted due to his popularity at the time and because he is a
“force to be reckoned with” much like the South Berkeley volunteers when fighting a fire or
handling an emergency.
SBVFD responds to an ever increasing number of calls each year with a good portion of
those calls involving their expertise in extrication techniques. Due to the number of calls of this
nature, the volunteers added their first heavy rescue squad in 1995 and recently upgraded with the
purchase of a new Spartan/SVI Heavy Rescue Squad. The new station opened in 2017 and
nostalgically houses the original siren from the first SBVF station.
Fund-raising is an important part of making sure the equipment and apparatus are there and
ready to go when emergencies strike. SBVFD hosts BINGO every Friday evening, conducts gun
bashes, purse bashes, and offers hall rental for special events and meetings. In past decades ice
cream socials and annual fire festivals were held to raise money and increase community spirit.
Chief Presley would like the department to bring back more community events in the near future.
President Rusty Morgan, Chief Tommy Presley and the members take great pride in their
department and their service to the community. The department currently has about 65 members
ranging in age from 16 to 80s. Many members are legacies who carry on family traditions of
volunteer firefighting. In addition to volunteering at SBVFD, many are career firefighters in Berkeley County and neighboring counties and municipalities. A majority have served for over five years
at SB, some for over five decades! Currently the longest serving, operationally active members are
Kenny Barrett who joined in the early 1980s, Rusty Morgan(1988), and Rick Petry (1989). There
are a number of Lifetime Members who have served twenty years or more. Knowing and helping
the community, and experiencing the camaraderie that exists within the “Pride of the Southside”
are reasons many choose to be members of the department.
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Lieutenant Shawyer became impassioned with the fire service at the early age
of eight when he convinced his parents to take him to see the movie Backdraft.
Once he turned sixteen, he began pursuing his dream by becoming a junior
firefighter with the South Berkeley VFD. As a volunteer, he worked hard and
advanced to leadership positions quickly. In July 2012, Steve became a career
firefighter with Berkeley County Fire and was promoted to Lieutenant in 2018.
Steve is also an Emergency Medical Technician.
Lt. Shawyer is a first generation firefighter who loves the challenge and
adrenalin rush of figuring out the plan of attack and the variables associated with
quashing a structure fire. His favorite calls to respond to are house fires. Each
presents a unique set of challenges to figure out and the satisfaction of working to
minimize the damage and loss the home occupant could sustain. He grew up in
Berkeley County and enjoys helping the people of the community.
As a lieutenant, he enjoys the additional responsibilities of leadership
including mentoring fellow firefighters, helping the department grow and improve,
and doing all he can to ensure his crew returns home safely after each shift. His
dedication extends beyond the local department to the state level where he
endeavors to advance legislation to improve fire service and firefighter benefits
across West Virginia.
When asked what his most memorable call was, Lt. Shawyer said it was a
traffic accident involving a four year old girl. Initially it appeared as though the
child had not sustained injury and did not need to be transported to the hospital.
Lt. Shawyer continued to talk with and observe her and noticed signs and
symptoms indicating a traumatic head injury. He called the ambulance back to the
scene; the girl was transported to the hospital, and diagnosed with bleeding in her
skull. The little girl survived. Having the knowledge and abilities to save lives and
rescue people is a primary factor in why Lt. Steve Shawyer loves his job.
When not on shift, Steve spends time at the gym keeping fit for duty. He
enjoys time with his family, watching his daughters’ athletic events and showing
cattle, and travelling with his wife.
Lt. Steve Shawyer is living his boyhood dream of being a firefighter and
hopes some day to achieve the rank of chief. Steve’s passion for and dedication to
the fire service is an asset to the members of the Berkeley County community.
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Berkeley County Office of
Emergency Management
is continuously working to keep
the people, property, and environment of Berkeley County safe
in the event of natural and manmade disasters, catastrophes, or
terrorist threats. We do this
through preparedness, prevention, mitigation, response, and
recovery efforts. The Office of
Emergency Management collaborates with a number of other
county agencies and the West
Virginia Department of Homeland Security & Emergency Management. Many of these efforts
rely on coordination with local
charitable and nongovernmental agencies as well.
In the event of an emergency, the
OEM insures the right entities
are involved to mitigate the
situation.

Alert Berkeley
Alert Berkeley is a FREE service
through the Swift911 Portal. Once registered, one will receive messages with important emergency information regarding
traffic, weather, just to name a few. The
alerts are CUSTOMIZABLE; one can
choose what type of alerts they would like
to receive and how they receive the alerts.
Alerts are delivered via phone, text, email,
and on social networks like Facebook and
Twitter. Settings can be changed at any
time and one can opt out at any time.
Click the link below to register.
BE PREPARED, GET NOTIFIED IN THE EVENT
OF EMERGENCIES

BCOEM

Randy Lilly, Director
rlilly@berkeleywv.org
Shawn Wolford, Emergency Manager
jwolford@berkeleywv.org
Chief Martin Roberts, Berkeley County Fire
mroberts@berkeleywv.org
Candace Schafer Horman, EM Coordinator
cschaferhorman@berkeleywv.org

Berkeley County Office Of
Emergency Management
802 Emmett Rousch Drive
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401
304.263.1345
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