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Figure G-1: WV Flood Tool information for Sample 3D Site 
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Figure G-2: Google Earth View of Sample 3D Site (Looking northwest)  

 

 

Figure G-3: 3D Rendering Showing Flood Depth and Flooded Structures (Red) 
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Appendix H:  Glossary of Risk Assessment Terminology 

 

1% Annual Chance Flood:  A one percent annual chance flood event (a.k.a. 100-year flood) has a one percent (1 in 

100) chance of being equaled or exceeded during any given year. The one percent annual chance flood was 

selected in the early 1970s when the National Flood Insurance Program was tasked with mapping all floodplains in 

the U.S. It was considered a reasonable balance of protection and cost between the 0.5% (1 in 200) to 0.2% (1 in 

500) variable reference used at the time by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for floodwater control structure 

design.  The term 100 year (or 5 year or 500 year) refers to the expected frequency of return of a given flood 

event. The area of inundation associated with a given flood event is called the floodplain (e.g. 1% floodplain, etc.).  

Source: The 100 Year Flood Myth, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region 10, handout. 

 

CAMA/IAS: Computer Assisted Mass Appraisal (CAMA) is the process of using a computer to assist in property tax 

appraisal and equity evaluation. Administered by the Tax Commissioner, the CAMA system for West Virginia is a 

centralized Oracle database also known as the Integrated Assessment System (IAS). A number of years ago the 

State Tax Department purchased real estate mass appraisal software called IAS. This software is installed on the 

network server in Charleston and is accessed through computers in each County Assessor's Office.   

 

Advisory Flood Heights: The water surface elevation (WSEL), in feet, of the 1% annual chance (100-year) flood at a 

given location, as determined using hydrology and hydraulics (H&H) analysis and the best available elevation data. 

Add 5 feet to this value to allow for accuracy issues. This information is currently available for approximately 12% 

of the West Virginia counties. 

http://www.mapwv.gov/flood/content/documents/AFHhandout.pdf 

 

Mitigated Properties: Properties and land parcels located within floodplains that experience frequent flooding and 

damage due to flood events, may be altered, purchased, or have deed restrictions placed upon them by FEMA, in 

an effort to prevent loss of life and property damage. Property owners/communities with public lands in 

floodplains are compensated for their land, and the land usually becomes public green space. ( FEMA link) 

(Youtube)  

 

See more flood definitions at http://mapwv.gov/flood/resources.html 

 

https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/docs/hazrm/handout%203-5.pdf
http://www.mapwv.gov/flood/content/documents/AFHhandout.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/what-mitigation
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0UeWWoCNhcc&feature=youtube_gdata
http://mapwv.gov/flood/resources.html
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